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Chapter 25
MARKANDEYA
Bharadwaja requested Sage Romasa to narrate how
Sage Markandeya performed penance in Dakshina Kail/a
and what benefits he derived there from. Romasa narrated
as follows:.
Once upon a time, Vyasa, Vasista, Pulaha, Kasyapa,
Atri, Markandeya, Kabandhi, Gautami, Kanwa and other
sages went to Kedara and worshipped Lord Sankara. As
they were about to return to their abodes, Sage Markandeya
requested the other sages to clear his doubts. "Who is the
God, the very thought of whom, redeems the sins of men?
Who is the God who can remove fear from the hearts of his
devotees?11. Each of the sages.assembled there had a seperate
answer. Vyasa said that to the very thought of Lord
Sankara's feet would purify the worst sinner and that He
was the God who could redeem the fears of men. Vasista
disagreed and declared that it was Vishnu. Pulaha said that
these two objects could be achieved by worshipping
Vidhata. Others said differently by mentioning Indra, Agni,
Sun God etc. Sage Markandeya's confusion was more
confounded. He felt "Samsayatma Vinasyati". A man with
doubts has no redemption. He was on the look out for some
one who could clear his doubts.
In due course he met sage Agastya. He bowed before
him and requested him to clear his doubts. The sage said,
"Your doubts are very pertinent. They cannot be cleared by
ordinary sages. I will tell you a way out. It is only Lord
Sankara, who rescued you from the clutches of Yama, who
can clear your doubts. Go to Dakshina Kailasa and meditate.
The benign Lord will clarify your doubts". Markandeya was
happy and went to Dakshina Kailasa the place directed by
sage Agastya. He took bath in the river Swarnamukhi;
worshipped Vayu Linga and observed austerities. Next day